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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2021 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Mike Wyman   651-644-5684  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
     Steve Seidel   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday  GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

  Louisiana Café St. Paul 
 9 AM   
 Selby & Dale St. Paul 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

 October 3  Ellen Reeves (Dahlin) 

October 10   Donna Ditmanson 

October 16  John Barnes 

October 16  Charles Frick 

October 31   Jim Rucci 

TCRG 2022 FALL COLOR TOUR 
    
Fire up your flathead and join us on Saturday, October 8th, for the 2022 TCRG Color Tour! Is the flathead not 
up to touring yet? Not to worry, modern cars are welcome! 
Meet us in the parking lot of the Oakdale Fleet Farm store, 5635 Hadley Ave N, in the NW corner of the inter-
section of highway 694 and 36 at 9:30 AM. We will depart at 10 AM. There is non-ethanol fuel available at 
the Fleet Farm pumps. 
We will be topping for lunch, scenic overlooks, snacks and other necessities and you will be back home before 
dark. If it rains, the tour will be rescheduled for another time. 

Questions? Call Kent @ 612-750-9590. If there is no answer, please leave a message and I will return your 
call. 

Presidents Message October 2022 

We had a great time at the National WI transportation tour.  We got to spend time with our two oldest grand-
daughters; they had a good time (see their memories elsewhere in the newsletter.)  Thank you Bruce Nelson 
for setting this up.  Got home, picked up my motor and Old Blue is back on the road ready for the fall day tour 
on October 8.  See you there-Mike (and Lynn)  

Meeting Location: St Michael’s Lutheran 
Church, 1660 West County Road B, Roseville, 
MN 55113‐4073, (651) 631‐1510 Directions: 
From North or South: I‐35W to Hwy 36, east 
on Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at 
first stop light (County Road B) look for 
church on left. OR I‐ 35E to Hwy 36, west on 
Hwy 36, exit Snelling South, turn right at first 
stop light (County Road B) look for church on 
left. Plenty of parking  
Meet in the   Room. 101  7:00 PM 

In brief: 50th TCRG Celebration 

About 50 Ford people gathered at Al Rehder’s and Ian 
Hardgrove’s garages in Eagan to celebrate our 50 year histo-
ry. Thanks to Mike Erickson, Ron Long, Mary Gillies, Al 
and Ian for all their efforts to make this happen.  
More next issue of the Rumble Sheet. 
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Wisconsin trip article 

By Madelyn Blue Grade 7  

 

This was my first tour, now I had been to a national meet in Auburn, Indiana but that was a different con-
vention. When I went to the meet I’d had a great time so my hopes were high. We’d had a 7 maybe 8 hour 
drive with stops here and there but that was still plenty of driving for a day! At the check-in the atmosphere 
was eccentric! Everybody seemed excited for the week and we were enjoying each other's presence!  

 After checking in, me and my sister Ella along with my Nana and Papa went to go check everything 
out and when we went to check the pool out there was a black snake the size of a pencil, taking a swim. We 
told the front desk and they removed Mr. Snake. We then went swimming and then headed to dinner at 
Sawmill Grill and Pub.  

The food was great and talking with other people from different states was fun. 

 On Wednesday we head to the Harley-Davidson museum. Looking at motorcycles sounds boring but 
it actually was really fun! I got to see a motorcycle from The Captain America movie and even create my 
own motorcycle! After that we had lunch and headed to the Pabst Mansion. There we learned about the his-
tory behind the mansion. I saw lots of interesting architecture and the house was like a huge maze! When we 
got back we went to a Asian Buffet with friends and we had Chinese food and ice cream and headed back. 

On Thursday we toured the National Railroad Museum and The automobile gallery. Personally, this was my 
favorite day so far! As we got to the train museum you could see the different trains in the large garage. We 
got to tour the rail cars and learn the history of them. At lunch time we gathered and had hobo lunches. In 
mine I had a chicken salad sandwich, a type of pasta salad and a cookie! Afterwards we went on a train ride 
and explored more. At the Gallery I got to sit in a DMC Delorean and see a Volkswagen Hippie van! On our 
way back we stopped for dinner at Robert’s Frozen custard and Jumbo burgers! It was absolutely the best 
frozen custard I had ever had. 

We went to the East Troy Electric Train Museum and Wisconsin Automobile Muse-
um on Friday. We got to ride a trolley and then we went to an ice cream parlor 
across the street for lunch!  Then we headed to the Automobile museum and looked 
at some really old cars! I saw some old campers and a plane! Lastly for that day, we 
had our farewell dinner pizza buffet. We headed back and turned in for the night.  

On our last and final day we went to The Mid-Continental Train Museum and rode a 
steam train but we also went to the Circus World Museum! We got to watch a per-
formance under the big top and there was an act with elephants! I would have been 
better if it hadn’t been pouring rain but I still got to see a lot of cool things! 

So if you ever have an opportunity to go on a tour, take it and you'll have a lot of 
fun. And a special thanks to my nana and papa for taking me with them!  
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My Wisconsin trip: top ten favorite things! 
By Ella blue 4th grade 

 

#1 Spending time with my Nana and Papa. 

When I'm with my nana and papa everything is even more fun. They made this trip amazing. I love spend-
ing time with them! 

#2 Making New Friends 

We got to meet so many nice people. My favorite new friends were Ellen and David! They were so nice! 

#3 Seeing the circus 

We saw so many awesome acts. My favorite one was a trapezist! She was doing flips and dives from the 
bar. It scared me but she lived. 

#4 Going inside Train cars 

I got to go inside a medical car and a war train. They were really interesting! The medical car had beds and 
the war car had metal plating. It was cool seeing how they fit so much on to a train! 

#5 Swimming in the pool 

Every night I went swimming in the hotel pool, it was very refreshing and felt good after the long days! I 
also love swimming! 

#6 Seeing a bunch of awesome Motorcycles 

When we went to the Harley Davidson Museum, I got to see so many dif-
ferent colors of motorcycles! Everyone was unique and had their own 
style!  

#7 Seeing The Pabst Mansion 

Walking through the spooky kooky mansion was cool! It was like one real-
ly big maze! I learned a lot of cool history about the people that lived there. 

#8 Eating ice cream for lunch! 

When we went to one of the railroad museums our schedule got changed 
so we had to eat lunch before we got on the train and the only place we 
could go was the Ice cream parlor across the street. I got a cone and it was 
giant! 

#9 Riding a trolley 

At one of the places we got to ride an electric trolley. It was cool seeing 
how they ran it and turned around. I got to see a lot of cool sights! 

#10 The Food 

We had to eat every day but my favorite meals was my burger at Robert's 
Frozen custard (and jumbo burgers!) and my bbq wings the first night! 

 

Thank you for reading! 
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Our memories from the Wisconsin National Driving  Tour August 23rd -27th   

On Wednesday morning our tour group headed out to Milwaukee to view and learn about motorcycles at the 
Harley Davidson Museum. What a fantastic collection and great display of really cool motorcycles from 
1903 to present! The museum was huge with a lot of history on the company and stories about the riders.  

Our next stop was the Pabst Mansion. Captain Fredrick Pabst and his wife Maria built the home in 1892 for 
$254,00. The home had beautiful woodwork, artwork and furniture. On the main floor of the home there 
were two large parlors used for entertaining, one for women and one for men. We were informed that Theo-
dore Roosevelt was once a guest at the home. It was also one of the 1st homes to have central forced air 
heating installed by Johnson heating now Johnson Control Co.  The elaborate light fixtures could be run on 
electric or gas.     

On Thursday morning we drove to Green Bay to visit the National Railroad Museum. They had a great dis-
play of steam locomotives. My favorite was the “Big Boy” the largest locomotive ever built weighing in at 
1,200,000 lbs. and 132 ft. long. It’s huge boiler puts out 7,000 horsepower and was designed to pull heavy 
loads thru the mountains of Wyoming and Utah. Another streamlined steam locomotive was the Dwight D. 
Eisenhower built in England in 1937. General Eisenhower used a similar locomotive to power his troop 
trains during World War 2.  

Our next destination was the Automobile Gallery in Green Bay. On the way there we passed Lambeau Field 
and had fun looking at the homes in the neighborhood. Lots of green and gold with gold posts and Packers 
banners in the back yards. Once we arrived at the Automobile Gallery we were impressed by the wide varie-
ty of cars on display. There were 2 Mid- Engine Ford GT’s , Sunbeam Tiger, 57 T Bird, Corvettes, Ferrari, 
DeLorean, and high quality flathead Fords. So something for everyone! 

On Friday we started our journey to visit the East Troy Railroad Museum. We saw some beautiful scenery 
on this trip while following a 1938 Ford Phaeton which made it even more special. The East Troy Electric 
Railway runs on electric power supplied by 600 volt lines running above the cars, much like the old street 
cars or light rail transit in Minneapolis and St. Paul. We had wonderful trip in these cars thru Southeast WI.  

Our next stop was the Wisconsin Automotive Museum in Hartford WI. This was a huge museum with over 
110 cars. One make of car Ellen and I had never heard of was the Kissel automobile manufactured in Hart-
ford from 1906 to 1931. These were really high class luxury cars and fun to see. Other cars included: Stu-
debakers, Kaisers, Nash’s, Fords, and quite a few muscle and race cars.  

Saturday morning we left early for North Freedom and the Mid Continent Railroad Museum. We rode thru 
the Baraboo Hills in the steel coach trains that were designed in 1915. We enjoyed hearing the rich history 
of the train from our conductor John Titus a fellow V8er from TCRG. John also demonstrated how to con-
nect a diesel locomotive to the coach train! We also toured the Coach Restoration Shed with Johns son John 
Jr. who has been working on restoring a Duluth Car which has beautiful woodwork and stained glass! 

Our final stop of the day was in Baraboo WI to see the Ringling Circus. It was exciting to see the bungee 
trapeze, flying trapeze, unicycles and more! 

We think the tour was a great success and many thanks go out to Bruce, Mary and the Badger State Regional 
Group for their planning of this event. 

Most of all Ellen and I had fun being with other V8ers on this trip and making new friends from: Pennsylva-
nia, New York, Nevada, Texas and Wisconsin. We also had a great time with Mike and Lynn Erickson’s 
granddaughters Ella and Maddie. We think they are future V8ers for sure! 

David Dahlin & Ellen Reeves  
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East Troy Electric Railway;  The last 10 miles of the interurban rail line, that once ran between Milwaukee 
and Troy. The interesting part is that the trolley runs to very end of the line, past a new housing and condo 
development. This is to ensure that the tracks don’t get torn up because of the noise, as they were there 
first. It also is a connection to a main line rail road if need be.   



8 

  

 

Member John Titus in uniform at Mid-Continent Railway Museum 

Lambeau Field 
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 Nash purchased 
New 1950 with the 
intent to learn to 
drive. Had it towed 
from house  to 
house when 
moved. Died 1988. 
61 miles from new 

Louie Hill’s (James 
son’s )private car  
scheduled for restora-
tion. The back of the car 
opened up so he could 
drive his car into the rail 
car. He carried ramps & 
block & tackle rope  
system in which to load 
and unload the automo-
bile. At the  
Mid-Continent Railroad  
Museum East Troy Electric Railway & Texas Car    

Poster on left and many, many motor cycles at the   
Harley Davidson Museum  

Left, Rock Island (Aero Train) National Railroad Museum. 
Above, The Wisconsin  Automotive Museum 
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Pictures from Australia sent by Graeme Lemin  

“I have attached a picture of my 46.   It gets 
used reasonably regularly for funerals”, 
Graeme Lemin. 
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Support our Advertisers! 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
P.O. Box 20236 
Minneapolis, MN  55420 

 

 


